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The Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Mediterranean is the forum 
where the Parliaments of the 
region come together and 
operate to reach those common 
objectives towards the creation 
of the best political, social, 
economic and cultural 
environment and conditions for 
the fellow citizens of the member 
states. 

PAM is a regional interstate 
organization, an Observer at the 
General Assembly of the United 
Nations and with a specific 
international juridical status. The 
Assembly plays a fundamental 
role as an organization whose 
activities are firmly rooted as a 
complementary asset to the work 
of other regional and 
international bodies entrusted 
with the responsibility to foster 
security, stability and peace in 
the Mediterranean.  

 

Through PAM, political dialogue 
and understanding between the 
Member States and their citizens, 
is strengthened and this is 
achieved, notably, by: 
 
Fostering and building 
confidence among 
Mediterranean States; 
Guaranteeing regional security, 
stability and promoting peace; 
Consolidating the endeavours of 
Mediterranean States; 
Presenting opinions and 
recommendations to national 
parliaments and governments, 
regional organizations and 
international fora.  
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With the beginning of 2014 we are almost half way into the second 

decade of the third millennium. The Mediterranean shores continue to 

be stricken by murky waves of uncertainties as though we cannot, or 

we are not truly willing to find the key to close a chapter of history 

and open a new one. It seems that we have lost touch with our cele-

brated classical past and Cicero’s Historia magistra vitae (History is 

life’s teacher)  has been lost in the annals of  classical, medieval and 

renaissance historiography. The Mediterranean region is not the battle-

field for a few warlords, economic and financial speculators, and fa-

natics vying for power. The  Mediterranean is the Sea and Land be-

longing to over 400 million people who share, within their diverse 

backgrounds and cultures, the most basic needs; the wellbeing of their 

families, earning a decent living, access to education, national and re-

gional stability and peace.  

This is what the  Mediterranean citizens really care for and this is what 

the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean represents. PAM 

must continue to do so through the elected representatives of this big 

and complex aggregation of communities. 
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It is within this frame of mind that the 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediter-

ranean will convene the 8th Plenary Ses-

sion which will be held at the “Villa 

Méditerranée”, in Marseilles, France, on 

22 January 2014. The Plenary Session 

will be kindly hosted by the President of 

the National Assembly, H.E. Claude 

Bartolone, and of the President of the 

Senate, H.E. Jean-Pierre Bel.The official 

opening ceremony will be held on the 

morning of Monday 20 January and it 

will be followed by the 8th Statutory 

Meeting of the Standing Committees, on 

20-21 January, at the same location. The 

Assembly will reconvene in Plenary Ses-

sion on 22 January, when the Reports and Resolutions will be adopted and the 2014 Action Plan will be 

approved. We look forward to welcoming you or your representative on this occasion.  

 

PAM parliamentarians will review and discuss the draft reports and resolutions on the priority issues for 

the Mediterranean region, among which, the Syria crisis, the Middle-East Peace Process, ongoing democ-

ratic reforms in the South of the Mediterranean, Economic and Trade relations, Migrations challenges and 

intercultural dialogue. To enrich their debates and provide inputs for the forthcoming activities of the As-

sembly, the participants will benefit from the interventions of government, private sector and international 

organisations’ decision-makers. 

During the Plenary Session, on 22 January, the delegates shall also adopt the draft reports and resolutions 

debated during the Meetings of the Standing Committees// 

 

Statement 

by the President of 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the 

Mediterranean 

on the death of Nelson Mandela 

 

On behalf of the Parliamentary Assembly 

of the Mediterranean I extend my deepest 

condolences to the people of South Africa 

and to the relatives of Nelson Mandela. 

The demise of the father of an apartheid 

free South Africa, which he fought for 

unrelentlessly, has once more shown the greatness of his determination to defeat racism and discrimina-

tion. He personally paid for this battle with the imprisonment for 27 years, but at the end he and his fellow 

South African citizens prevailed. 

Nelson Mandela will continue to live through his legacy, an undisputed model to all parliamentarians who 

believe in human rights, equality, peace and freedom. 

While we express our grief and sorrow for the passing away of Nelson Mandela, let us seize the opportu-

nity, as parliamentarians, to reflect on the challenges that we still have to surmount, and find in Nelson 

Mandela the inspiration to devote our roles to the service and the wellbeing of our populations.//  

(Continued from page 1) 
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Crisis in Syria: PAM and Russia to further unite peace and 

humanitarian efforts – “Time to see results” – says Sen. Andrei 

Klimov, Deputy Chairman of the Council of the Federation 
 

A High Level Delegation from the Council of the Federation of the Federal Assembly of the 

Russian Federation paid an official visit to the Secretariat of the Parliamentary Assembly of the 

Mediterranean in Malta on 11 October 2013.  

 

The delegation was led by Sen. Andrei Klimov, Deputy 

Chairman of the Committee on International Affairs of the 

Council, who was accompanied by Sen. Igor Morozov, 

member of the same Committee, Hon, Ivan Novitskiy, 

member of the City of Moscow Duma, the Ambassador of 

Russia to Malta, H.E. Boris Marchuk, and Mr. Pavel 

Dukarev, Deputy Ambassador.  

 

The delegation was welcomed by the PAM Secretary 

General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi, with whom talks on relations 

between Russia and the Assembly followed, as part of the 

structured cooperation established between the two sides.  

 

Sen. Klimov emphasized the common efforts by Russia and 

PAM in relation to the Syrian crisis and underlined that now it is important that these lead to tangible 

results. In his general comments on the Mediterranean region, Sen. Klimov underlined the fact that 

security and instability have become broader and there must be a continued effort by all key players to 

work for peace.  

 

PAM Secretary General on his part briefed the 

Russian delegation on the activities and 

initiatives of PAM in that period, concerning 

the Middle East and Syria in particular. “Our 

missions in Syria, Lebanon, New York and 

Geneva have facilitated PAM’s efforts in 

keeping an open a channel of communication 

between the Syrian Parliament and its 

counterparts in the Euro-Mediterranean 

region”, Amb. Piazzi said.  

 

 

 

Sen. Klimov also reiterated the decision for the Council of the Federation and the Duma to join as an 

Associate Country the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean. To this effect, he proposed to start 

discussing a possible agenda so that Russia can fully contribute with its own input to PAM’s planned 

activities for 2014-2015, including on issues such as migration and regional security.// 
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PAM discusses 2014 priorities with United Nations 

Secretary General during New York high level mission 
  

 

A High level delegation from the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, led by PAM President, 

H.E. Senator Francesco Maria Amoruso (Italy), visited New York between 3-7 December 2013, during 

which meetings were held with UN Secretary General, H.E. Ban Ki-moon, other high ranking UN Offi-

cials, and Permanent representatives to the UN from Russia and Senegal. Ambassadors and diplomats 

from missions based in Malta were later briefed by PAM Secretary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi, on the 

outcome of the PAM initiatives for the MENA region during 2013.  

In New York, the meeting with the UN Secretary General, which was originally scheduled to take 20 minutes, 

lasted for more than 45 minutes. H.E. Ban Ki-moon shared with the PAM delegation the UN’s role in the re-

gion and expressed his satisfaction for the close cooperation with the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterra-

nean in humanitarian assistance matters and confidence building in the various areas of crisis, including Syria 

and the Western Sahara. On the other hand, the UN Secre-

tary General was also briefed by the different members of 

the PAM delegation on the situation on the ground in the 

respective countries. 

  

“On the Middle East, PAM is determined to continue its 

efforts through its well established Parliamentary network 

in Israel, Palestine and neighboring countries to facilitate 

all confidence building measures needed to support the 

Peace Talks, and to assist in the protection of the civilian 

population and the distribution of humanitarian aid in 

Syria”, the PAM President commented.  

 

(Continued on page 5) 

Hon. Ognjen Tadic, Member of the House of Peoples of the Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina; Hon. Mo-
hammed Abu El Enein, PAM Honorary President, former member of the Egyptian Parliament; Sen. Francesco Maria 
Amoruso, PAM President and Secretary of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Italian Senate; H.E. Ban Ki-moon, Un Sec-
retary General; Amb. Sergio Piazzi, PAM Secretary General; Sen. Lhou Lmarbouh, PAM Vice President and member of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee of the Moroccan Senate; Hon. Pedro Roque Oliveira, PAM Vice Presidency and Member of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee of the Portuguese Parliament; Hon. Majallie Whbee, PAM Honorary Member, former Deputy Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs of Israel; Hon. Justyne Caruana, PAM Rapporteur on the Middle-East and Member of the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee of the Maltese Parliament. 
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In particular, PAM will also work closely with the UN Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of 

the Palestinian People, in order to organize the second joint UN-PAM International Meeting in Support of Is-

raeli-Palestinian Peace, following the one held in Malta in February 2010. A request to this effect was made by 

H.E. Amb. Abdou Salam Diallo, Chairman of the Committee, on the occasion of the meeting held with the 

PAM delegation, following the success of the first meeting.  

  

PAM also agreed with UN DPA officials to work with both the Israeli and the Palestinian Governments and 

Parliaments to further promote confidence building measures at the citizens’ level. “This will help in exerting 

positive pressure on the two sides, especially now that the Peace talks have entered a new strategic phase”, 

PAM Secretary General underlined.  

 

With regards to the Syrian crisis, PAM reiterated its determination to build on the strong ties established 

throughout the year with the Syrian Parliament, at facilitating furthermore the deliverance of humanitarian as-

sistance inside Syria. The issue of fund raising initiatives and concrete financial support to the UNRWA and 

OCHA humanitarian missions in the Syrian neighboring countries, where millions of families have sought and 

found refuge, shall remain on top of PAM’s Action Plan for the 2014, which will be presented and discussed at 

the presence of parliamentarians from the Mediterranean and beyond, on the occasion of the 8th Plenary Session 

in Marseille, France, on 20-22 January 2014. Likewise “PAM is committed to increase its efforts is support of 

the role of UN-LAS Special Envoy for Syria, H.E. Lakhdar Brahimi, and of the political solution hoped for at 

the Geneva II meeting to be held on 22 January 2014”, President Amoruso said during a Press Conference at 

the UN Headquarters.  

 

With reference to the Arab Spring countries, PAM was encouraged by the UN Secretary General and his col-

leagues to organize, at the beginning of next year, mis-

sions to Cairo and Tripoli, for direct talks on the political 

developments and to offer PAM’s Parliamentary diplo-

macy as an efficient instrument to facilitate the transition 

both countries are going through.  

 

In the socio-economic sphere, PAM and the UNDP have 

agreed, during the high level meetings in New York, to 

work on developing the current relations into a structured 

cooperation based on a Memorandum  of Understanding, 

in which priority areas according to the requirements of 

the countries in the MENA region, are defined and tack-

led.  Sectors already identified cover good governance, including parliamentary activity, youth employment 

and capacity building projects. 

 

PAM and the UN Alliance of Civilisation have also agreed on pushing forward the existing bilateral coopera-

tion, based on the MoU signed between PAM and AoC in 2013. Ethnic stability and inter-religious dialogue in 

the Middle East region are among the fields that PAM and AoC will undertake in 2014, considering also the 

escalation in tension against the Christian minority in Syria and other countries of the region. 

 

PAM will also facilitate contacts between the AoC and the Vatican, in order for the latter to consider joining 

the AoC group of friends. PAM has also been requested to coordinate with the Knesset a visit by the AoC to 

Jerusalem in 2014. 

 

PAM’s round of talks in New York has laid the foundations for a number of key initiatives and events for 

2014, aimed at consolidating and further strengthening the work of the international community in the Mediter-

ranean region. PAM has established itself as a key actor not only on its own platform, but also as a bridge 

where traditional and soft diplomacy are exploring further grounds for cooperation, which can lead to concrete 

results towards peace, stability and security in the region. The Mediterranean is, historically, a dynamic and 

turbulent stage for multicultural forces, whose future lies exclusively in a process of continued dialogue and 

mutual respect.//  



 6 

 PAM High Level Delegation reviews Middle East situation 
 

At the conclusion of the High Level visit to the Middle East between 9 – 14 November 

2013, the PAM delegation has expressed its appreciation for the strong commitment 

shown by all parties in the Middle East Peace Process, which is being facilitated with un-

precedented effort and dedication by the United States. The PAM delegation, led by 

President H.E. Senator Francesco Amoruso, included the PAM Secretary General, Amb. 

Sergio Piazzi, PAM Deputy to the Secretary-General for Assembly Affairs, Mr. Mourad 

Youssry. Parliamentarians and PAM 

honorary members from Morocco, 

Portugal, the Principality of Monaco, 

Israel, Bosnia & Herzegovina, and the 

Palestinian National Council, partici-

pated at different stages of the mission. 

 

“The fact that Israeli and Palestinian leaders, 

in spite of the undercurrents by those quarters 

opposing the peace process, continue to meet 

and negotiate on the key aspects of the issue, 

provide the necessary conditions for a concrete advancement towards the final settlement of the conflict, 

with the Israeli and Palestinian populations living side by side in peace and prosperity within the two state 

solution. An opportunity not to be missed in a context that will be difficult to repeat itself”, the PAM Presi-

dent commented.  

 

The PAM mission, which visited Amman, Ramallah and Jerusalem, held a series of high level meetings 

with government and parliamentary authorities in the three countries, where discussions dealt with the Syr-

ian crisis, the Iranian negotiations, the Middle East Peace Process, and the ongoing developments in those 

countries which experienced the Arab Spring.  

 

In Amman, meetings were held with H.E. Abdur-Ra'uf S. Rawabdeh, President of the Jordanian Senate, 

H.E. Atef Tarawneh, President of the Jordanian House of Representatives, H.E. Mr. Nasser Judeh, Jorda-

nian Minister of Foreign Affairs, H.E. Amb. Joanna Wronecka, EU Ambassador to Jordan and Msgr. Mau-

ricio Pueda Beltz, Chargé d’Affaires of the Apostolic Nunciature in Jordan. The discussions provided the 

opportunity to review the regional situation and the cross border impact of the Syrian conflict, including 

that of religious minorities, as well as 

PAM relations with the UfM Secre-

tariat, co-presided by Jordan.  

In Ramallah, the PAM delegation, af-

ter paying tribute to the Mausoleum in 

memory of the Late Palestinian Presi-

dent Yasser Arafat, met with Senior 

members of the Executive Body of the 

Palestinian Legislative Council and 

with Dr Hussein Al-Araj, Chief of 

Staff of the Presidential Bureau of H.E. 

Mahmoud Abbas.  
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The discussion focused on the peace process with Israel and, as requested to PAM by Ambassador Robert 

Serry, on the security of Palestinians in Syria.  

 

With reference to Syria and the Palestinians, it is worth noting that at the beginning of the civil strife some 

600 thousand Palestinians lived there. The Palestinian authorities had always pushed for their people to 

keep away from the Syrian internal conflict, but nevertheless, due to the intensification of the hostilities, 

from one camp alone, some 200 thousand Palestinians fled to Lebanon, seeking refuge and protection. A 

mission by the Palestinian Authority, at the time of PAM’s visit, was in Syria to coordinate with the Syrian 

authorities and, at a later stage, with the Lebanese Government, to ensure the best possible assistance.  

The reconciliation process among the Palestinian political parties and the situation in Gaza were also at the 

centre of the discussions. 

 

In Jerusalem, the PAM delegates held a series of High Level discussions with key Israeli actors taking part 

in the negotiations with their Palestinian counterparts. Meetings were held with H.E. Yuli-Yoel Edelstein, 

Speaker of the Knesset, the new Israeli delegation to PAM, headed by Hon. Dov Khenin, and senior offi-

cials at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, including Ms. Aviva Raz Shechter, Deputy Director General – 

Middle East and Peace Process Division, and Mr. Nadar Cohen, Director of Regional Cooperation.  

A special meeting took place at the Knesset with H.E. Tzipi Livni, Minister of Justice, who is responsible 

for the negotiations with Palestine. Hon. Livni updated the delegation on the current status of the process 

and the challenges ahead.  

The Israeli Minister also expressed her appreciation for the role played by PAM in facilitating the process 

through the instrument of Parliamentary Diplomacy in the region.  

 

A bilateral meeting 

with H.E. Amb. 

Robert Serry, the UN 

Special Coordinator 

for the Middle East 

Peace Process, with 

whom the long stand-

ing cooperation be-

tween PAM and the 

UN in the area was 

highlighted, con-

cluded the visit in the 

region. Both sides 

expressed their appre-

ciation for the com-

mitment being dedicated and for the results obtained thanks to this effective collaboration. Ambassador 

Serry also referred to his meetings with the Israeli and Palestinian negotiators, in connection with the Is-

raeli settlements. According to a statement by his Office, the UN Special Coordinator said that “he under-

stands from his discussions with Chief negotiator Livni and other Israeli officials that yesterday’s 

(12.11.2013) decision to plan a large number of settlement units has been stopped”. 

 

The visit to the Middle East was followed up on 5 December 2013 with a visit to New York (see page 4), 

where PAM met the UN Secretary General, H.E. Ban Ki-moon, to brief him and other UN Senior Execu-

tives on the outcome of the mission and follow up action by the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterra-

nean.// 
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PARLIAMENTARY DIPLOMACY IN THE MEDITERRANEAN 

REGION – Conference hosted by the Hellenic Parliament in Athens 
 

The President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the 

Mediterranean (PAM), Sen. Francesco Maria Amoruso 

(Italy), and Secretary General, Ambassador Sergio Piazzi, 

have represented PAM at the Conference entitled 

“Parliamentary Diplomacy in the Mediterranean Region”, 

hosted by the Hellenic Parliament in Athens, on 26-27 

September 2013. 

 

In his intervention at the opening ceremony of the event, 

President Amoruso highlighted the importance of 

international and regional parliamentary assemblies, 

calling them “unique platforms which very often can 

guarantee concrete results when traditional diplomacy is 

faced with an uphill struggle to solve certain issues”.  He 

mentioned among others, the Israeli Palestinian conflict, irregular migration and international terrorism, 

which, given their particular nature, need shared solutions that can be harmoniously applied by all 

interested countries.  

 

PAM Secretary General, in his intervention during the session dedicated to “Parliamentary Diplomacy: 

Between Theory and Practice”, gave an overview of PAM’s operational activities in recent months. 

 

“With the missions to Syria, Lebanon and then to Geneva, PAM is providing an exemplary illustration of 

the role Parliamentary Diplomacy can play in fostering security and stability in the Mediterranean”, Amb. 

Piazzi said.  

 

PAM’s role, within its parliamentary diplomacy mandate, translated itself in supporting and depoliticizing 

the humanitarian action in Syria and neighbouring countries; ensuring international support to Syrian 

asylum seekers crossing the 

Mediterranean; keeping the Syrian 

Parliament informed on what is 

happening at the international 

level and making a special effort 

to facilitate the dialogue between 

Syrian MPs and their counterparts 

in Arab countries; fostering 

solidarity and burden sharing 

among the countries hosting 

Syrian refugees; and eventually 

encouraging continued dialogue 

and cooperation for the smooth 

disposal of the Syrian chemical arsenal, in respect also of the UN Security Council resolution, adopted on 

27 September, 2013, demanding the eradication of Syria’s chemical weapons stockpile. 

 

“PAM’s activity represents another forum for strengthening parliamentary dialogue and cooperation aimed 

at making a concerted effort to end the Syrian crisis in a peaceful political way”, concluded PAM 

Secretary General.// 
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